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Audra Hovorka Mead 

Ms. Audra Hovorka Mead graduated from Adams-Friendship High School as Valedictorian in 1988. During her years as a 

high school student, Ms. Mead was involved in a number of extra-curricular activities including Forensics, Band, Color 

Guard, Yearbook, Newspaper, and Dance Team.  She held leadership roles in Student Council and the National Honor 

Society. In addition, she was an active community member as a volunteer at Villa Pines Nursing Center and a participant 

in community theater through the Sand County Players. 

As an undergrad at UW - La Crosse, Ms. Mead was involved in a number of activities and groups.  She continued 

participation in band and dance team and served as a leader by organizing  color guard camps and teaching color guard 

at Central High School.  In addition, she volunteered for Campus Security and provided services for students with 

disabilities.  As a member of the Honors program, Ms. Mead researched, wrote and defended a thesis that became the 

foundation for additional research, which was published in the Journal of Personnel Psychology in 2002. In 1992, Ms. 

Mead graduated with highest honors earning a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration.  In 2000, she 

earned a Master of Business Administration, Human Resources from UW-Oshkosh. 

Ms. Mead began her career in Human Resources for Manpower, Inc., in Madison Wisconsin.  Since then, she has served 

in a number of Human Resources-related roles in several diverse industries, increasing her focus on internal culture and 

servant leadership and being unafraid to do things differently and for the right reason.  Ms. Mead currently serves as the 

Chief Culture Officer for Fox World Travel, Inc. in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.  In this capacity, she is a key member of the 

Executive Team strategically supporting  the positive growth of the organization through innovation, service, and 

associate engagement.  

When asked how Adams-Friendship Schools Prepared her to Perform for Life, Ms. Mead responded,  “As I reflected on 
the question, several immediate points came to mind, but the one that was forefront and shone a little brighter than the 
others was this: the faculty invested in me as a person.  
 
Throughout all of my education in the Adams-Friendship School District (Castle Rock Grade School and the Adams-
Friendship High School), it has been the relationships formed with a number of my teachers that made me realize that 
what they did was not just a ‘job’. Every day, they were making an investment in me as a person – to be better, wiser, 
and more open to possibilities and learning. They took seriously their ability to change someone’s life and hopefully teach 
students, like me, that the same ability and responsibility was in each of them.  
 
I have remembered this throughout my career and in my personal life when I challenge myself and others to recognize 
the responsibility we each have to make a difference in the lives of those we touch. It doesn’t matter if it is someone I 
work with or the person who may be bagging my groceries, when an opportunity presents itself to use my ability to 
potentially change someone’s life, I take it – no matter how great or small. The impact may not be immediately evident 
as it may take days, months or years, but every action serves up a reaction.  
 
We all have a responsibility to positively impact the lives of those we serve (whether personal or professional), and that 

gift is not to be wasted. This was a gift bestowed on me by the teachers who made an early investment in me.” 

 

 


