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Harvey Wagner 

The Legacy Award was presented to Mr. Harvey Wagner.  Mr. Wagner was born on a farm in Grand 
Marsh, attended Grand Marsh Grade School, and graduated from Adams-Friendship High School in 
1956.  He credits playing sports in high school with developing his teamwork and leadership skills.  
Agricultural classes and FFA instilled the importance of hard work and the need for higher education.  
After graduating from UW-Platteville in 1960, Mr. Wagner returned to Adams-Friendship High School as 
a teacher.  During his five years as a classroom teacher, he also taught adult agricultural classes.  His 
desire for farm life grew, and he left the classroom to actively farm at Wagner Farms, Inc., in 1965. 

Mr. Wagner lives by the motto, “Give back to the community more than you’ve taken from it.” He lives 
this motto through his many contributions to the Adams-Friendship area.  Mr. Wagner was a member of 
the Moundview Hospital Board for 22 years as well as being involved with Adams County Economic 
Development.  He was a charter member of several groups including the Knights of Columbus, 
Moundview Golf Course and Grand Marsh Area Development.   

In 1967, Mr. Wagner was elected to the Board of Directors of Grand Marsh State Bank.  He became 
president of the bank in 1976, graduating from UW-Madison in 1977 with a Master’s degree in Finance.  
Though he retired in 2016 after 40 years as president, he continues to be active in the community as a 
contributing member of the Adams-Friendship Education Foundation, the Chamber of Commerce and a 
life-time member of the Old Farmer Antique Club.   

Mr. Wagner has been married to his wife, Beverly, for 56 years.  They have one daughter, two sons, and 
four grandchildren.  He summarized his philosophy by saying, “I believe that to have a strong 
community, you need a strong school system, strong banks, and strong healthcare.” 

 


